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In the Interim:

“Those who cannot change their minds cannot change anything.” -George Bernard Shaw
In the weeks after the protests in Charlottesville, VA, many of us have been asking what we can
do to contribute to strengthening the social fabric – to promote understanding and respect, rather than the ugly racism and incivility which has erupted in our country. Here in Danielson, one
of the best things you can do is to seek to strengthen the church that you have. This is already an
inter-racial church; this is already a place of respect and understanding of difference; this is already a place where we gather to challenge ourselves to extend a hand in friendship and support.
What can you do? You can come to church – get out of your house and get into the community
to connect with people. At church you can forge friendships with people who are different from
you in background, race, and politics. You can work with these people to make sure that what
happened in Charlottesville does not happen here. Here at Cornerstone we find our unity in
Christ, who invites all of us to the Table and to new life. It is an invitation for each and for all –
God’s offer of salvation is no more and no less. We demonstrate this amazing invitation when we
gather and worship regularly. How will they know our witness, if we do not show them?
As we ease into the season of transition that September is, I encourage you to do what you need
to do to make your own transition successful, and consider the spirituality of change. For those
heading to school, a good transition means being in good health, school supplies ready, having access to a quiet place to write and to study, and arriving ready to learn. If you are caring for your
home, it will be readying the house and yard for cooler weather, cutting back shrubbery, checking
the roof and gutters, raking, and doing what can be done, etc. Here at church, we are also in transition, and we need to attend to the physical needs of the church, the work that we agree to do
together, as well as to the spiritual transitions taking place.
The spiritual life of the church will not begin with the incoming Pastor. It will continue with that
person. We will not wait on all important matters until he or she arrives, we will carry on the
ministry we have, and extend a welcome to the Pastor to join an already strong ministry. We will
worship regularly, teach children and young people, sing hymns of praise, and engage in community outreach; we will laugh and cry together as we seek to live out our discipleship. You will want
the new Pastor to be inspired by the church you already are.
Benjamin Franklin said: “When you're finished changing, you're finished. “ God is not finished
here.
In Ministry with You,
Pastor Erica
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In Worship
This Month
Sunday, September 3
10:00 am—Worship &
Communion
with Rev. Ginger O’Shan

Please Note! Our Worship Services will begin at
10:30AM on September 10th!

Sunday, September 10
10:30 am— Worship

Ladies Luncheon

Sunday, September 17
10:30 am—Worship &
Homecoming

Our next Luncheon will be on
Tuesday, September12th at 12 noon at “The Crossing”
in Putnam. All ladies of the church are welcome!

Sunday, September 24
10:30 am—Worship with
Rev. Joan Cooper Burnett

From the mailbox…

Friends of Assisi Food Pantry
77 Water St Danielson, CT 06239
860 774-2310
Howard Curry
Lois Brush
Ruth Hopkins
Lisa Gilbert
Scott Davagian, Jr.
Chris Troup
Frank Brush
Nicole LaRose

For I was Hungry and you gave me food...Matthew 25:35
Summer 2017
Dear Reverend Erica Wimber Avena and Friends at Cornerstone Baptist Church,
Summer Breezes from Friends of Assisi Food Pantry
We New Englanders sure do appreciate the summer breezes after a hearty winter!!

Ida Clarke

Here at Friends of Assisi we remain busy as ever feeding and comforting our people

Gregory Davis

in need, thanks to your generous support. Hunger remains a concern here in the

Lynn Blanchard

Quiet Corner. But it is one that many of us are committed to. We rely on many

Joe Clarke

donations within and through the entire community. We especially thank you for

Rick Rocheleau

$140.00 (Check # 7856 dtd 1/5/17 and 30 lbs of assorted groceries on 2/22/17...

Barbara Bazinet
Bernie Davis

Interim Pastor:
Rev. Erica Wimber Avena
Organist/Choir Director:
Howard W. Curry
Director of Christian Education:
Cindy Marcheterre
Administrative Secretary:
Kris Useted

With Gratitude,
Jean M. Cyr, Director

Remember: the last person to leave the church building should be sure that all doors and windows are
closed/locked. The Academy Street door into Fellowship Hall is kept locked during the Sunday worship
service. Thank you for helping us take care of our facilities.
Connections is published 11 times a year at the Cornerstone Baptist Church, and is put together by a host
of valuable volunteers. Please send next month's articles and information to the office by the 15th of the
month, no later than the 20th. If you no longer want to receive this newsletter via U.S. mail, please notify
the church office. The newsletter is available online at www.cbcct.us

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
As I am writing this—it is August and once again the summer has flown by. Although we do not
have Sunday School in the summer—we have been busy.
We have collected and delivered 56 pairs of shoes that were donated to Camp Wightman for “Soles
4 Souls”. We filled and delivered 27 Toiletry Washcloths to “Generations” to be given to the homeless or needy. And the congregation has helped us to keep the emergency food shelf stocked.
On July 14th an email was sent out to the church family to help with clean-up of the church yard
on July 18th. Even though it was very hot and humid, several Sunday School families came to help
weed, pull out dead bushes, and trim shrubs. A big thank-you to all of the helping hands!
~ Cindy Marcheterre

Sunday, September 10th is the day!
It is the day we get to share our summer
news—meet our teachers—see our new
classrooms— and new activities.

Come at 9:00AM and see what is planned for this year
at Sunday School!
Our teachers are:
Nursery—Kathy Rickey, Pre-School—Jenelle Provencher, 1st & 2nd—Kyle Provencher,
3rd, 4th & 5th—Barbara Holloway, 6th, 7th & 8th—Gina Mills & Heather Beams,
Sr. High—Rose Bertorelli, Adult—Pastor Erica.

ADULT DROP-IN BIBLE STUDY
Adult Education begins September 10 at 9am.
If you will be joining us, please stop in the
conference room and pick up a copy of our
curriculum, Journeys. Read ahead the session
"September 10." Pastor Erica leads this study.
Join us for one Sunday, or for all of them.
Everyone is welcome!
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Search
Committee
Update
The Search Committee has been busy in its efforts to find a suitable candidate for the next
settled Pastor of The Cornerstone Baptist Church. Based on the Church Reflections document, Ken Williams, the Interim Executive Minister, American Baptist Churches of Connecticut sent the profiles of candidates that match our criteria for review. After reviewing the
profiles and praying, the Search Committee was able to narrow the list to those potential
candidates that best fit our profile, and who we feel would meet the needs of The Cornerstone Baptist Church.
Those candidates were provided access to our church profile to see if The Cornerstone
Baptist Church would meet their needs as well. If you would like to see the profile that was
sent to the candidates, it can be viewed at http://www.cbcct.us/church-profile/2017---cbcchurch-profile.pdf. We have started the process of scheduling interviews with the candidates who have expressed interest in joining our church. This phase of the process is confidential. From the interviews, follow-up, and reference checks, the Search Committee will
select a candidate that best fits the needs of The Cornerstone Baptist Church. That candidate will then be presented to the congregation for approval. The time it will take to perform the interviews and the follow-up work is somewhat difficult to determine at this time.
However, as previously mentioned, it is the goal of the Search Committee to present a candidate to the congregation this fall.
The committee would like to thank you for your continued prayers as we continue to move
forward with this very important and holy task.

News from our Church Family:
Barbara and Caroll Marston have moved to N Carolina.

Janet and Paul Harrington will be moving to Florida at the end of August
Into God’s care: we pray for the family of Mary Joly, who died on July 27 – just 12 days
after her husband Ernest’s Memorial Service. Mary has been a long-time member of this
church, and celebrated that this church has seen 6 generations of her family attend.
A Memorial Service was held at Cornerstone on Saturday, August 5.
We had many campers this summer: Rob, Jordan, Lea, Olivia, Cole, Jamison, Amanda,
GodsLove, Ben, Traci, Quentin, Xavier, Cindy, Maria, Noelle, Sydney, Scott, & Sandra

Dear Friends,
Thank you for the gift and the time we had together after church on July 30. It was a
lovely time to look back and be thankful for all the support and love that the people of
Cornerstone (aka the Baptist Church of Danielson, and also known as the Baptist
Church of Danielson and Moosup) have given us over the past 22 years.
During those years, we sang together, cried together, studied together. We played
bells when Chris Southam pulled them out of the closet. We sang in cantatas and
made banners to enhance our worship space. We had a retreat at the beginning of
advent one year, then made the large paper angels to remind us of the Spirit that
supports us always. We worked together to create a Mission Statement and to
change our organizational structure, and we debated the question of merging two
churches together. Advent and Lent each year brought different and wonderful
creative projects.
You held us up when a tragedy hit our family, and you guided me (Barbara) into
ministry. When I left for other churches, Caroll stayed with you and we all stayed
connected.
We hope you know how much you mean to us, and we will carry you in our hearts
always.
We have had a little trouble acclimating to the warm weather, the flat terrain, and the
sign in the back of the condo that says “Beware of alligators. Don’t feed the wild
life” !! But there are plenty of new restaurants, golf outings, and beaches.
Our temporary address is below. We will be here through October, perhaps a little
longer depending on what we can find for a permanent residence. If you are down
this way, please stop and say hello!
With love,
Caroll and Barbara
3030 Marsh Winds Circle, Unit 1103
Southport, NC 28461

News from the church library:
An ABCCONN Historical Society representative met with members of Cornerstone in May to discuss how to dispose of the multitude of historical documents
which we have relating to the Moosup Baptist Church and the Danielson Baptist
Church, et al. He didn’t tell us what we wanted to hear, but we learned a lot
about preserving and caring for old documents.
At his urging, the church has acquired an additional fireproof file cabinet,
(thanks to Frank Brush) and items of historical significance are now stored
there. The historian pointed out that our current library is an excellent place to
store these items, as it is climate controlled and easily accessible. He encouraged us to keep things which would be of interest to a future church historian,
whether that person comes forward in the next year or 20 years from now. And so, we have. If in
the future someone has an interest in church history, we have many items suitable for history projects of all kinds!

Our church members have participated in the CROP Walk
for many years, and once again we are inviting you to walk
with us as we raise money for local, national and international needs.

Save the date!

October 1—Registration 1:00pm Walk begins 1:30 at Ellis Tech

Contact the church office for any questions you may have.

Where do CROP Hunger Walk funds go?
CROP Hunger Walks help to support the overall ministry of Church World Service, especially grassroots, hunger-fighting development efforts around the world. In addition, each local CROP Hunger
Walk can choose to return up to 25 percent of the funds it raises to hunger-fighting programs in
its own community.
CROP Hunger Walks help to provide food and water, as well as resources that empower people to
meet their own needs. From seeds and tools, to wells and water systems, to technical training and
micro-enterprise loans, the key is people working together to identify their own development priorities, their strengths and their needs something CWS has learned through some 70 years of
working in partnership around the world.

Giving for Hurricane Harvey
Several people have asked what our church is doing for the relief effort related to Hurricane Harvey. As always, we support One Great Hour of Sharing; if you already gave this year, thank you!
Your dollars are supporting the rescue work going on there already. If you would like to contribute
now, make your check payable to "Cornerstone Baptist Church" and mark the memo line "OGHS -Hurricane Harvey relief." You can be confident that OGHS works with community leaders and
churches to get supplies and personnel where they are needed most.
As always, be especially careful of "pop-up" charities which seek to profit from the confusion and
chaos the area is already in. And pray for them all.
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The Cornerstone Baptist Church
Minutes of Advisory Council Meeting, edited for this newsletter
June 13, 2017
The meeting was called to order by moderator Kathy Hexter at 6:31 p.m.
Opening prayer and devotion by Kathy Hexter.
What Have You Heard?
The Sunday School program during worship was great – enjoyed by both the children and the congregation.
Cindy suggested that we have a sheet of instructions for those groups who use the hall on Saturday evenings
showing how to set up the tables and chairs for Sunday mornings.
Clerk’s Report: Minutes of the last meeting were accepted as written.
Investment Committee: There appeared to be an error in the investment report in the Annual Report. We will
check with Larry on that.
Pastor’s Report: Deacon’s Fund balance is now $190.50.
Materials on mission and stewardship were provided by Pastor Erica for us to look at and consider.
Deacons’ Reports:
Education and Discipleship: Sunday School is now over for the year.
Rose will divide the scholarship funds among all of the applicants at the end of June.
Vacation Bible School will be at St. John’s in July. Dana said she usually gets cash donations for supplies
from some people. She asked for, and got, approval to just purchase the supplies with the cash without putting it through the church bank account first.
Events and PR: The Blueberry Festival will be on July 22. Dana passed around a sign-up sheet for helpers.
This year, there will be only one dinner sitting, and an option for just dessert and coffee.
KBIC is planning another Roast Pork Supper as a fundraiser for the fuel fund. They would like to use our
church for the event on Saturday, October 14. It was voted to approve that, stipulating that we make them
aware that the capacity of the hall is 120 people.
The Crop Walk is on October 1 at Ellis Tech on the track. Insurance is required for any group using the Ellis
Tech facility, and KBIC asked if they could use our insurance to cover all Crop Walk participants. Kathy will
check on the issue with our insurance company.
Jim Milliard noted that for Bike Night in August 17, we need to provide face painters. Dana will do that and
recruit other helpers. We will have a booth and sell cinnamon buns.
Mission and Outreach: Videos for special offerings continue to be effective. The One Great Hour of Sharing
contributions are still coming in.
Pastoral Relations:
Summer camp attendance was discussed.
Minutes, continued on page 8
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Minutes, continued from page 7

An additional KBIC delegate is needed from Cornerstone, since Dana now cannot attend most meetings because of her work schedule.
Lower attendance during worship has been noted, and the committee suggested additional special services
to boost attendance.
The parsonage needs to be readied before the settled Pastor arrives, assuming he or she will reside there.
Odds and ends need to be disposed of, and painting is needed – if the new pastor chooses to reside there,
perhaps he/she could be invited to select the colors.
A workday at the parsonage was discussed to do the work necessary.
Property and Finance: The booster heater for the baptistry is almost ready, and it will also be used to supply
more hot water for dishwashing at the Be Our Guest Dinners.
Dave Rickey has been taking care of the lawn.
Howard Valley painting is coming along well.
We are still waiting for a quote on the roofing.
Property lines for the church and parsonage have not yet been surveyed. We will get a quote from a survey
company to do this. Following the survey, we will need to put up a fence.
Safe Church: Background screening procedures for volunteers was discussed.
There was discussion on who needs master and sub-master keys.
Sexton: The sanctuary wall has been painted. Windows will need to be washed this summer.
It was agreed not to move the piano again for the August 13 worship service at Grandelski’s.
Worship and Membership: A volunteer sheet was passed around.
Old Business: Pat will check on the amount NA gives for use of the hall, so we can let the AA group know.
Bylaws and revisions were handed out.
New Business:
The ABCConn Historical Archives cannot take all of the old records we have, so we need another fireproof 4drawer cabinet to store them in here. Frank will get one.
Up-do-date mailing lists of members were provided.
Next meeting will be on August 8 at 6:30 p.m. No meeting will be held in July.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Holloway
Church Clerk
Attendees: Anne Milliard, Jim Milliard, Frank Brush, Debra Grandelski, Celicia Hardy, Pat Rocheleau, Cindy
Marcheterre, Rose Bertorelli, Dana Thayer, Kathy Hexter, and Barbara Holloway.
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