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In the Interim:
500 years ago this month, on October 31, 1517, Brother Martin Luther, an Augustinian monk (an Austin
Friar) nailed 95 theses – what we might call issues and concerns -- to the door of the Castle Church in
Wittenberg, Germany. The door served as a general place for posting community events and concerns, it
was conveniently located where people would pass by. Luther didn’t know at the time that his concerns
would spark the Reformation that profoundly transformed Christianity in the West and continues to effect
church life today.

The Connection

In observance of this important piece of history, I’m offering an edited version of an essay that I originally
wrote for the Christian Century: “The Door”
They walk through my office door several times a week looking for “the Pastor.” This one tells me
that she contracted tuberculosis while she was staying at a shelter. She is skeletal. My mental chatter reminds me not to stare. Having reached a tipping point, she vomits up the story she’s been too ashamed to
share: the abusive ex-husband, her addiction to painkillers following surgery, her long hospital stays, the
heroin she turned to. I listen. At odds with her story, is the cheerful, chubby baby in the car seat on the floor
– the picture of health and hope – I recognize these hopes.
She blurts out to me that she needs everything: “food, clothes, health care, diapers for the baby, formula, and an apartment” … “And friends,” I add to her list. She lost all her friends in the course of her
addiction and relocation from her abuser. She demurs and says she is ambivalent about friendship, but she
is certain about her need for the rest. On my desk between us is my slim, organized binder marked “Help
Resources.” It contains my careful assemblage of the resources that she has been too proud, stubborn, and
addicted to use. She knew them before I named them, of course.
As I formulate my response, I’m assessing rates of decline and considering the hard boundaries of
mortality. I find that she and I, with little shared experience, have a lot in common. In Interim ministry, I’ve
been serving churches which are also sometimes skeletal, following decades if not centuries of boom and
bust. I’m familiar with the stares of those who remember a more robust congregation and look askance in
today’s pews. I have accustomed myself and my ministry to God’s question to Elijah: “Mortal, can these
dry bones live?” and while I work with all the resources that education and Christendom can offer, my answer isn’t any better than Elijah’s, “O Lord God, you know…” (EZ 37:3) Here at Cornerstone the church
has changed profoundly during its history, some things were better in the past, but not all – if we are honest, and this congregation has reoriented its ministries more than once.
I have no answer about the doors immediately ahead – will she be able to follow up with all the
programs this community offers her, and can she find the moral fiber to attend to the broken relationships
littering her past? Will she build a life again before her health fails her? We believe that in Christ all things
are possible, of course.
For my part, I don’t know if a faithful remnant can walk in steady faith through the narrowing of
our time and embrace a New Reformation. Or will the door ahead, like Brother Martin Luther posting his
theses at the Wittenberg door, be a place we leave our sincerest questions, and find ourselves divided –
those safely in, and those left outside?
October 29, Reformation Sunday, will mark the anniversary of Brother Luther’s petitions. His questions
are not our questions, but it is time to reflect on the questions of our age, and consider a new reformation.
Sincerely in Ministry,
Pastor Erica
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In Worship
This Month
Sunday, October 1
10:30 am—Worship,
Homecoming &
Communion
Sunday, October 8
10:30 am— Worship

Ladies Luncheon
Our next Luncheon will be at “Mr. Z’s” in Plainfield on
Tuesday, October 10th at 12 noon.
All ladies of the church are welcome!

Sunday, October 15
10:30 am—Worship &
Family Sunday

Sunday, October 22
10:30 am—Worship
Sunday, October 29
10:30 am—Worship—
Reformation Sunday

Pork Roast Supper!
At: Cornerstone Baptist Church
Time: 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

October
Birthdays
Al Corey
Warren Scholl

Proceeds support the Danielson Fuel Fund
Take out Available!
Cost: Adults $12
Kids under 6 - FREE

Caroll Marston
Bruno Gilbert
James Hilow

Menu: Pork Roast, Mashed Potatoes, Glazed Carrots,
Homemade Apple Sauce, Beverages & Desserts*

James Lamoureux
Amanda Mills
Michael Marcheterre
(younger)
Cheryl DeFoer
Rev. Norman Bardsley
John William Richmond
Cindy Marcheterre

Interim Pastor:
Rev. Erica Wimber Avena
Organist/Choir Director:
Howard W. Curry
Director of Christian Education:
Cindy Marcheterre
Administrative Secretary:
Kris Useted

Sponsored by the Killingly –Brooklyn Interfaith Council
Additional Parking: St. Alban’s and at
Temple Beth-Israel - 36 Killingly Dr.
*If you are able to provide a dessert for this meal—
please let the church office know.
Remember: the last person to leave the church building should be sure that all doors and windows are
closed/locked. The Academy Street door into Fellowship Hall is kept locked during the Sunday worship
service. Thank you for helping us take care of our facilities.
Connections is published 11 times a year at the Cornerstone Baptist Church, and is put together by a host
of valuable volunteers. Please send next month's articles and information to the office by the 15th of the
month, no later than the 20th. If you no longer want to receive this newsletter via U.S. mail, please notify
the church office. The newsletter is available online at www.cbcct.us

Cornerstone Baptist Church Sunday School
October Newsletter

Welcome Back, We Missed You!!!!
What did you do this summer? We can’t wait
to hear all about it. Did you go to camp? We
are looking forward to singing some of your
favorite camp songs.
We are excited about a new curriculum and
many of you will have a new teacher this year.
Classes for infants through Adults

YOUTH GROUP - Grades 7 - 12
DATES TO REMEMBER
Oct. 15th –“A Question of Faith”
Lunch & Christian Movie
Nov. 25th – 11:30 – 2:00
Dec. 22nd – Christmas Overnight Event
Jan. 21st – 11:30 – 2:00
Feb/March – Retreat TBD
March 31st – Easter Overnight

MISSIONS …
We heard from Sandra, Scott and Jordan about their
mission trip to Guatemala. We saw pictures and asked
questions. Our Sunday School curriculum will follow a
family from Guatemala this year. We are also
sponsoring a child through World Vision. Her name is Cindy Velasquez
and she is from Guatemala. Sounds like God wants us to learn lots about
Guatemala this year!!!
We will also make individual stones to help decorate the outside of the
church as a local mission.
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Search
Committee
Update
The Pastoral Search Committee has had interviews and conversations with the list of potential candidates who we feel would meet the needs of The Cornerstone Baptist Church, and
who have expressed an interest and feel that Cornerstone Baptist Church might meet their
needs as well.
As a result of those discussions, we have narrowed the list down to the final candidates
that we will meet in person to continue our discussions. Those meetings will also provide
the candidates the opportunity to see the church, the parsonage, and our community. We
not only want to be comfortable with the candidates, but we want them to be comfortable
with Cornerstone Baptist Church as well. We have performed reference checks, and are in
the process of performing background checks. From this next phase of discussions, the
Search Committee will select a candidate that best fits the needs of The Cornerstone Baptist Church. That candidate will then be presented to the congregation for approval.
The Search Committee is getting much closer to selecting a candidate that will the best fit
for Cornerstone Baptist Church. As previously mentioned, this process is confidential, so
please be patient for a little while longer. The Search Committee believes that we are on
target to present a candidate to the congregation this fall.
The committee would like to thank you again for your continued prayers as we continue to
move forward with this very important and holy task.

2017 Women’s Retreat
PATHS TO WHOLENESS

October 20-22 at Camp Wightman in Griswold
Gather with women from different churches for a wonderful
weekend retreat. We will learn about different
spirituality types and discover our own individual type.
Prayerfully, we will explore how we might broaden our own
spiritual practices as we journey on our own path to God.
Cost: $165
For Information call 860 774-0029
Informational brochures and Registration Forms are in the narthex.

FREE CLOTHING SWAP
FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN
YOU MAY DROP OFF CLOTHES the week of Oct 15 in the mornings. Sun-Fri. and Sat.
PICK UP CLOTHES YOU COULD USE:

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22
11:30-3:00pm

nd

Cornerstone Baptist Church, 247 Broad Street, Danielson, CT.
All Are Welcome. Downstairs in Fellowship Hall.

VOLUNTEER/COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
Please call the church for details or questions: 860-774-3907

Please note that any leftover clothing will be donated.
You do NOT have to donate clothes to receive FREE clothes; just show up!

ANYONE can participate.

OF INTEREST …
Wednesday, October 11th, 1:00 to 2:30pm —Islam 101 at LiR, QVCC auditorium, - Muslim
Coalition of CT
Thursday, October 12th, 10:30am —Harvesting Stones, movie at LiR, QVCC auditorium

Our church members have participated in the
CROP Walk for many years, and once again we are
inviting you to walk with us as we raise money for
local, national and international needs.
Save the date!

October 1—Registration 1:00pm Walk begins 1:30 at Ellis Tech

Contact the church office for any questions you may have.
Where do CROP Hunger Walk funds go?
CROP Hunger Walks help to support the overall ministry of Church World Service, especially grassroots, hunger-fighting development efforts around the world. In addition, each
local CROP Hunger Walk can choose to return up to 25 percent of the funds it raises to
hunger-fighting programs in its own community.
CROP Hunger Walks help to provide food and water, as well as resources that empower
people to meet their own needs. From seeds and tools, to wells and water systems, to technical training and micro-enterprise loans, the key is people working together to identify
their own development priorities, their strengths and their needs something CWS has
learned through some 70 years of working in partnership around the world.

Beginning Sunday, October 8, we will
be receiving the
World Mission Offering (WMO)
The newly elected Executive Director of
International Ministries, Sharon Koh says: “IM global servants work in cross-cultural settings to
extend Jesus’ invitation through American Baptist Churches and beyond in many creative ways.
This year, we’ve put a brand new effort into filming how this work is taking place through
three major initiatives: Peace and Justice in Egypt, Abolishing Global Slavery in Thailand, and
Economic and Community Development in Chile. ...The World Mission Offering makes it possible for us to train new global servants, care for the ones on the field, and to provide the services and resources that they need. ...The scope of God’s work in the world is truly breathtaking. “
We will be sharing these brief videos during worship as Mission Moments in October.
Watch for them!

The Cornerstone Baptist Church
Minutes of Advisory Council Meeting, edited for this newsletter
August 8, 2017
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The meeting was called to order by moderator Kathy Hexter at 6:33 p.m.
Opening prayer was given by Pastor Erica
Devotional by Diane Spratley.
What Have You Heard? Frank observed that the Prayer Shawl group has 2 regular attendees right now.
Only 10 church members attended the Blueberry Supper who were not also working there.
Janet and Paul Harrington are moving permanently at the end of the month.
Clerk’s Report: Minutes of the last meeting were accepted as written.

Treasurer’s Report: No report.
Investment Committee: Larry reported that our investments are doing well. The Multi-Asset Growth Fund
earned 14.20% from July 1 2016 to June 30 2017.
Dates to Remember:
September 10 – Worship time changes to 10:30
October 14 – Roast Pork Dinner for the Fuel Fund, 5-7 p.m. at Cornerstone
Pastor’s Report: The Deacon’s Fund balance is $7.49, with a donation of $93 pending. Some money from
the Fund was given to support young people from our community to attend camp.
Funerals and memorial services since our last meeting were held for Max Poer, Mary Malerba Dunn, James
Alvord, Ernest Joly, and Mary Joly.
Since more help is needed for funerals/memorial services, could we charge a sexton’s fee to pay someone
(not necessarily the sexton) to set up for services and clean up after? Ushers for those services would also
be helpful. Cindy will ask Deb if she could suggest a list of people who might be available for this work.
Pastor Erica has received complaints about the air conditioning being too cold. Someone suggested thermostat covers; it was also suggested that the Deacon of Property and Finance check the thermostat on Sunday
mornings.
Deacons’ Reports
Connections: Diane will be sending out birthday cards this month.
Education and Discipleship: Sunday School begins on September 10.

A job description for the Director of Christian Education was presented.
The survey of the parsonage and church properties will be done in two weeks.
Sandra led a church landscape cleanup in July.
Events and PR: The profit from the Blueberry Festival was $615.32. We discussed whether we should keep
doing this event.
Nominating Committee: No report
Mission and Outreach: This is inactive in the summer.

Minutes, continued on page 8
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Minutes, continued from page 7

Pastoral Relations: The Search Committee continues its work. The church profile and Reflections documents
are completed. A good number of candidate profiles were reviewed, and a number of candidates were contacted. The committee is now compiling a list of interview questions, and interviews will be set up.
Our church profile will be made available to church members through a link in the newsletter.
Property and Finance: Jeff Page was contacted about the tree behind the church.
The baptistry water heater booster is now working.
Another fire-retardant file cabinet for historical documents is in the library.
Howard Valley painting work is not yet done, and the man working there has been out of touch. Pastor Erica
will set up a service there in September.
When the survey of properties is done, we will be putting up a fence on the property lines.
The barn is not yet painted. Estimates are still being sought for the barn, church, and parsonage roofs.

Safe Church: We revisited the decision from the June meeting concerning not doing annual screenings of
church workers. Liability concerns were discussed more fully, and it was approved by a vote to screen annually through Church Mutual.
Sexton: No report
Worship and Membership: Volunteer lists were passed around.
If it rains on August 13 for the church picnic, we will have the picnic in fellowship hall after worship.
Old Business: The AA group has asked about the cost of using the hall. Pat says that hall use has been for a
free-will offering. NA seems to be no longer giving a donation for using the hall. Pat will set up accounts for
NA or AA donations.

An additional KBIC delegate is needed. Meetings are at 1pm on the third Tuesday of the month.
New Business: The town Health Department requested a contact person in case of a town-wide emergency.
Jim Milliard will handle this.
Pastor Erica recommended a book, Welcoming Community: Diversity that Works, for Ad Council members to
read and briefly discuss together at meetings.
Pat has concerns about the Ad Council not getting reports on multiple bank accounts. Larry would like to address this with Mary and work it out. It was agreed that straightening out the accounting is a priority.
According to the By-Laws, the Investment Committee is supposed to meet quarterly, and is to consist of the
Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Pastor, Moderator, and at least one member of the congregation. Larry Southam and Pat Rocheleau were suggested for the congregational members. Larry will get
together information for the meeting.
Amounts of the scholarships given out need to be reported to Kris so she can issue the checks.
Kathy will not be here for the September and October meetings. She will give the September agenda to Pastor Erica, and Celicia will moderate that meeting. The October 10 meeting will be moved to October 17.
Next meeting will be on September 12, 2017 at 6:30 p.m.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:44 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Holloway, Church Clerk
Attendees: Diane Spratley, Celicia Hardy, Cindy Marcheterre, Kathy Hexter, Pastor Erica, Mike Lehoux,
Frank Brush, Pat Rocheleau, Dana Thayer, Anne Milliard, Jim Milliard, Larry Southam, Barbara Holloway.
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