November
2017

In the Interim:

We will be welcoming Pastor Scott to Cornerstone, on Sunday, December 3. During the nearly
two year transition period my focus has been on strengthening programs, clarifying ministries, and
renewing worship in partnership with the people here and the Transition Team. However, the
Search Committee has been working in parallel to our work as a congregation and this announcement represents the culmination of an enormous amount of work on the part of the people you
elected to serve on your Search Committee. I hope that you will find time to thank them. When
we commissioned the Search Committee back on January 29 of this year, I asked you to pray for
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them, individually and as a group working together.
We prayed: “Eternal God, you have called these people to serve you in this household of faith to be our

representatives as they search for a Pastor. Send your Holy Spirit on them, that they may serve with honor, inspiration and faithfulness. Help them to be diligent in their duties, confidential of sensitive information, and ever mindful of the great ministries which you call forth in our world, and in our church. May
our church prosper in the mission you place before us, and bless the work we do in your name.”
Prayer is important, and I believe in more than one way this prayer is being answered. Before Pastor Scott arrives, there are still tasks that need to be done, and it is important that we keep the
ongoing programs and ministries of the church strong and moving forward. Sunday School needs
to be taught and attended, Thanksgiving needs to be prepared and eaten, Christmas services need
to be planned out, the Stewardship Campaign needs to be subscribed to, and the regular life of

the church needs to continue. We will keep worshiping regularly at 10:30am, supporting Christian education and doing mission. We hope you’ll join us and bring who you can.
As for me, I won’t say goodbye yet, I will wait to say my goodbyes on Sunday, November 26. For
now, I will say how pleased I am that the church is coming through this Interim time stronger and
focused on the value of its ministries. While we have had a good look back at our history, the
church has come to a time where folks are hoping to get to know one another and to engage further in good ministry in this community. There is a lot of possibility and opportunity when people
work together for what they believe in. I pray that you continue in this good spirit.
It has been an honor to serve here with you and to get to know so many of you who make this

area your home. This has been my first foray into the Quiet Corner, and it has been delightful to
become acquainted with this beautiful area and to meet so many wonderful people here.
In Ministry with you,
Rev. Erica Wimber Avena
247 Broad Street, Danielson CT 06239
860 774-3907
baptist.church@snet.net
www.cbcct.us
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In Worship
This Month
Sunday, November 5
10:30 am—Worship &
Communion
Sunday, November 12
10:30 am— Worship
Sunday, November 19
10:30 am—Worship &
Family Sunday

Ladies Luncheon
Our next Luncheon will be at Ellis Tech, November 14th at
11:00 AM (Cost is $10 each for the three course meal).
Please make sure you sign-up.
All ladies of the church are welcome!

Sunday, November 26
10:30 am—Worship

November
Birthdays
Evelyn Thayer
Ian Thayer

Save the date!
After worship on November 19th, we will
celebrate Pastor Erica’s time with us and wish
her a fond farewell!

Scott Guerin
Phillip Lenoir
Anne Milliard
Janet Harrington
Ann Beausoliel
Jared Corey
Ruth Chandler
Amy Rezendes
Marsha Lagerberg
Jordan Rukstela
Gregory Barden
Rose Bertorelli

GRAVY!

Oh yes—it is that time of year…!
It is time to bring in cans of gravy
to help fill the
Friends of Assisi Food Pantry’s
Thanksgiving Baskets.
We will receive donations of the cans
at the church until November 19th.

Kelly Corey

If you would like also to donate other items to the food drive, please bring

Donald Baxter

them to 77 Water Street on Nov. 18 from 10:00am—5:00pm,

Melissa Hemmig
Lynn Bernier
Kathy Rickey

Interim Pastor:
Rev. Erica Wimber Avena
Organist/Choir Director:
Howard W. Curry
Director of Christian Education:
Cindy Marcheterre
Administrative Secretary:
Kris Useted

or Sunday Nov. 19 from 12:00—4:00pm .
Monday Nov. 20 from 3:00—6:30pm bring them to St. James Gym.

Remember: the last person to leave the church building should be sure that all doors and windows are
closed/locked. The Academy Street door into Fellowship Hall is kept locked during the Sunday worship
service. Thank you for helping us take care of our facilities.
Connections is published 11 times a year at the Cornerstone Baptist Church, and is put together by a host
of valuable volunteers. Please send next month's articles and information to the office by the 15th of the
month, no later than the 20th. If you no longer want to receive this newsletter via U.S. mail, please notify
the church office. The newsletter is available online at www.cbcct.us

Music to our ears..
The Music Committee is being reinstated. They will
work on selecting musicians and music programs for
the summer of 2018, and also for special occasions.
Anyone who would like to be on the committee please contact Jim Milliard and/or Mike
Lehoux. The committee will have its first meeting in early January.
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Search
Committee
Update
As most of you already know, we held our candidating weekend from Friday,10/27/2017
through Sunday, 10/29/2017. After much prayer and reflection, the Pastoral Search
Committee unanimously selected Pastor Robert Scott Hayes as the final candidate to be
submitted to the congregation for approval. We truly believe that God led us to this decision.
The Pastoral Search Committee presented Pastor Scott to the Advisory Board, the Transition
Team, and members of the congregation. The weekend culminated with Pastor Scott leading
the Worship service, followed by a business meeting of the voting members of the congregation, with a vote on accepting Pastor Scott by written ballot.
We are pleased to announce that Pastor Scott has been accepted by the congregation as the
new settled pastor of Cornerstone Baptist Church. Although his first name is Robert, he
prefers to be called Scott or Pastor Scott. Pastor Scott will officially begin his duties at Cornerstone Baptist Church the first Sunday of Advent, which is December 3, 2017. Pastor Scott will
reside in the Parsonage. As indicated in his brief autobiography, his parents currently live with
him. Although the final decision hasn’t been made yet, they may join him in his move to
Danielson, CT.
We want to thank Pastor Erica for leading us all through this interim period, and for her
support of the Search Committee. We also want to thank Reverend Ken Williams for his
guidance, and the Transition Team for presenting the history and needs of Cornerstone
Baptist Church to us. Their work and the input from the congregation made the search process easier than it might have otherwise been.
Please join us in welcoming Pastor Scott. The committee would like to thank you again for
prayers during this process. We can now look forward to a new chapter in our lives at Cornerstone Baptist Church.

Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto Rico
In response to the devastating one-two punch leveled at Puerto Rico first by Hurricane Irma and most recently by Hurricane Maria, American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS), in partnership with American Baptist Churches USA, has launched a multi
-year initiative, "Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto Rico," ABHMS Executive Director Dr. Jeffrey Haggray announced recently.
"Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto Rico" seeks to raise $1 million within the next three to six months through One Great
Hour of Sharing (OGHS) to support rebuilding the homes, churches and lives of our brothers and sisters in Christ. ABHMS has
pledged $25,000 to launch this major renewal effort, matching OGHS funds already earmarked for Puerto Rico recovery.

"Within the next three to five years," Haggray said, "we will work with our American Baptist partners to restore all 114 churches
and nine missions in the Iglesias Bautistas de Puerto Rico as well as Corporación Milagros del Amor and Seminario Evangélico de
Puerto Rico."

GIVE NOW
In this first phase of the long-term ABHMS initiative, a task force of staff and American Baptist partners is being convened by Victoria Goff, ABHMS associate director, Mission Advancement and Passionary Movement, to develop a comprehensive plan for sustained support of the region. The Rev. Salvador Orellana, ABHMS director of Latino Ministries, will provide logistical and relational
support to the initiative.
The relationship between the Puerto Rico region and ABHMS has longstanding and deep roots: The American Baptist Home Mission Societies, a forerunner of today's ABHMS, established the first Baptist church in Rio Piedras in 1899 and sponsored home
missionaries from the mainland who ministered across the island.
Please GIVE generously to the Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto Rico multi-year initiative. Your contribution, no matter the
size, will make a big difference for our Puerto Rican American Baptist family.
GIVE NOW
One hundred percent of donations will go to relief efforts; donations will be used for immediate needs, such as water and food, as
well as long-term recovery and rebuilding efforts. No dollars are retained for administrative costs.
If making a donation via check, please make check payable to "OGHS-Puerto Rico"and mail to:
OGHS-Puerto Rico
Attn: Kim Wilkins
American Baptist Home Mission Societies
Box 851 Valley Forge, PA, 19482-0851

To ensure that your church receives credit for your gift, write the church name on your check or, if giving online, in the "comment" box.

ABCCONN Calls New Executive Minister
The Rev. Dr. Harry Riggs, II has been called to the position of Executive Minister of ABCCONN. Dr.
Riggs has been active in ministry for 30 years, faithfully serving three churches, which includes his current
pastorate at the First Baptist Church, Lincoln, NE where he has served for the past ten years. He has
also worked on the denominational level with American Baptist Home Mission Societies of the American
Baptist Churches USA, (formally National Ministries) where he served as the National Director of Congregational Transformation. Dr. Riggs has also served on the staff of Palmer Seminary as an adjunct professor in the D. Min. program for Congregational Transformation and Renewal.

Dr. Riggs received his M. Div. degree from Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School in Rochester, NY.
He also holds a D. Min. degree from Palmer Seminary in Marriage and Family. He has been married for
31 years to the former Deidra Shelton. They have two children, Jordan and Alexandra.
Always trying to bring a relevant perspective to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Dr. Riggs values the lifechanging power of the Word of God, maintaining relationships with family and friends, personal integrity,
and accountability. Dr. Riggs likes to witness transformation in individuals and church families. As a pastor, he has seen his role as being God’s agent of change towards a preferred future.
As a deeply devoted follower of Jesus Christ, loving husband, father, Dr. Riggs' over-arching aspiration is
to leave a legacy in the Church of Jesus Christ that is relevant and meaningful for the generation that will
follow.
Life Verse: "And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns." Philippians 1:6
Dr. Riggs will begin as our Executive Minister on November 1st.
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The Cornerstone Baptist Church
Minutes of Advisory Council Meeting
September 12, 2017
The meeting was called to order by acting chair Pat Rocheleau at 6:38 p.m.
Opening prayer by Pastor Erica.
Book discussion: No discussion was held since a number of people had just picked up their books and had not read
them yet. For the October meeting, members are asked to read the Introduction and chapters 1 and 2 and note points
they would like to discuss.
What Have You Heard?
There was discussion concerning youth from Cornerstone attending Camp Monadnock, which is a Christian camp, but
not a Baptist camp. Sandra had researched the stated beliefs of the sponsoring organizations and compared the camp
to Camp Wightman. The youth who went did have a wonderful time. It was suggested that in the future, people who give
money toward camperships and the Advisory Council should be informed ahead of time about the differences and rationale for Monadnock camperships.
Clerk’s Report: Minutes of the last meeting were accepted with one correction.
Treasurer’s Report: The report was presented, with no discussion since the Treasurer was not present.
Investment Committee: The market is still good, and funds are still doing well.
The Investment Committee discussed at the last meeting has not yet met.
Pastor’s Report: The Deacon’s Fund balance is $133.88
A funeral was held for Lucas Stephen Benoit, age 2. (Max Poer’s great-grandson; Mary Grandelski’s great-nephew) on
September 14 at the funeral home.
Please keep Norman Bardsley in your prayers.
Property and Finance will prepare Howard Valley for the service on the 17th. Pat will ask Michael Peterson if he can provide music for the service.
The music committee was discussed, and Pat volunteered to join Jim Milliard and Mike Lehoux on the committee.
Deacons’ Reports
Connections: No report
Education and Discipleship: Sunday School started last Sunday, with 24 children and some new teachers.
The senior high class is watching the movie The Shack and will discuss that, as well as a variety of issues facing the
youth.
This season’s Sunday School curriculum features a character from Guatemala.
Sunday School is collecting One Great Hour of Sharing for hurricane victims. The senior high class is also making pet
treats for pets in the hurricane areas.
The Sunday School kids will make new stones for the front outdoor area, since the old ones have deteriorated.
The grade 3, 4, and 5 Sunday School class is using a television studio theme throughout this year and will make short
television shows of various kinds for each lesson. They hope to involve other classes and the overall congregation in
other “specials” also.
Events and PR: Dana discussed the large number of events that have fallen under this work, and wondered if some
would actually fit better in other categories like Connections or Outreach, so that others could help with the planning and
coordinating of those events.
Nominating Committee: A new deacon is needed for Nominating. Pat Rocheleau would be willing to do the work until
April or until a new deacon is found.
Minutes, continued on page 8

Page 8

Minutes, continued from page 7

Mission and Outreach: Hurricane relief offering is now being received.
The World Mission Offering will be in October.
Transition Team: Inactive until the new pastor arrives.
Pastoral Relations: We need a new deacon for this committee.
The Search Committee has narrowed the search to two people. Since candidates will be seeing the parsonage when
they come for interviews, Dana suggested that some cleaning and repairs should be done quickly before showing it to
candidates. She is setting up a workday for Sunday, September 17 to work on this. It was mentioned that some other
people could work during the week on this, so she will contact some of them and create a to-do list for workers.
Property and Finance: A door closer to the hall has been fixed, as has the door upstairs by the parsonage entrance
which would not latch properly.
Painting at Howard Valley has been stopped because the painter is unavailable for work. It took some time to track him
down and discover why he was unavailable. Jim will be contacting him, and then will determine how that work should
proceed.
The property line survey is partially done and will be completed before the October meeting so the fence can be installed.
The outdoor cleanup lead by Sandra did a great job.
Safe Church: No report
Sexton: No report
Worship and Membership: No report
Old Business:
We still need a KBIC delegate; meetings are the third Tuesday of the month at 1pm. Kathy Hexter is working on finding
someone.
Rose will follow up with Kris about the Student Assistance Scholarships, to make sure checks were issued.
Larry Southam will be scheduling a meeting to discuss the multiple bank accounts as they are set up.
A one-time delegate is needed for the Northeast Association annual meeting on September 24.
New Business:
The Stewardship Campaign will be in November, so that financial information will be available for the budgeting process
before the annual meeting.
We will need to have people to open doors for the AA and NA meetings on Wednesdays and Saturdays, as Barbara cannot do it in the late fall and winter months. Rose will open for NA on Wednesdays – we need to find someone to open on
Saturdays for AA.
The next meeting will be on October 17, 2017 at 6:30 p.m.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Holloway
Church Clerk
Attendees: Pat Rocheleau, acting chair, Erica Avena, Anne Milliard, Jim Milliard, Dana Thayer, Larry Southam, Rose
Bertorelli, Sandra Rukstela, Frank Brush, Barbara Holloway
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