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In the Interim:
This month our church’s Pastoral Search Committee will begin their work in earnest. They were elected at
our church’s Advisory Council meeting in December. The committee includes members of the Pastoral
Relations Committee, Mike Lehoux and Pat Rocheleau, and members nominated from the congregation,
Oduro Gyamfi, Cheryl DaFoer, and Dana Thayer.
On Sunday, January 29 we prayed for the Search Committee in church: Eternal God, you have called these
people to serve you in this household of faith, to be our representatives as they search for a Pastor. Send your Holy
Spirit on them, that they may serve with honor, inspiration and faithfulness. Help them to be diligent in their duties,
confidential of sensitive information, and ever mindful of the great ministries which you call forth in our world, and in
our church. May our church prosper in the mission you place before us, and bless the work we do in your name.
What happens in this process? Their first order of business will be to put together a church profile which
is what they will share with potential candidates to inform them about this congregation. After the church
profile is finished, the committee will then be trained on how to read American Baptist Personnel profiles,
and how to conduct an interview for a Pastoral position. After that they will receive profiles and commence conducting interviews. This process will be supported by our Interim Executive Minister, the Rev.
Dr. Ken Williams.
The first part of their work is transparent. They will be seeking data about this community and your
thoughtful input about what our church is like -- what our ministries have been, and what we want them to
be in the future. To aid them in this, they can use previous church profiles, our annual reports, the work of
the Transition Team, etc. This phase is the time when they want to hear from everyone.
The second part of their work is confidential. Once the committee begins interviewing, they need to keep
their work confidential. Clergy who are interviewing will likely have important ministries happening elsewhere; those ministries could be seriously undermined if word got out that this clergyperson were considering a move (particularly if it does not happen). This is the time not to pressure the committee, but to let
them do their work and allow for their discernment process to proceed until they have a candidate. The
best thing to do for the committee during this phase is to pray for them.
Finally, the candidate will be announced, opportunities to meet and greet them will be made available, and a
“Candidating Sunday” will be announced. Only church members will be eligible to vote on the new Pastor.
When we commissioned the Search Committee during worship we said: “We pledge, as a gathered
community of faith, to be patient with you and to respect your need to be confidential in
your tasks. We recognize that the work of our Search Committee is a difficult assignment
and will take effort, faithfulness, and discernment. We will pray for you regularly and give you
our support and words of encouragement throughout this time. We pledge this in the hope
and belief that you will be obedient to the guidance of the Spirit as you seek a new Pastor to
minister with us.”
Please continue to pray for the Search Committee as they begin their process and begin this next chapter
in Ministry.
Sincerely in Ministry,
Erica Wimber Avena, Interim Pastor
247 Broad Street, Danielson CT 06239
860 774-3907
baptist.church@snet.net
www.cbcct.us
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In Worship
This Month
Sunday, February 5
10:30 am—Worship &
Communion
Sunday, February 12
10:30 am—Worship

Ladies Luncheon
Our next Luncheon will be on Wednesday, February 8 at noon at
at The Crossings Restaurant ,
45 Main St in Putnam (the old R.R. station.)
Reservations need to be made so please sign-up in the narthex.
All ladies of the church are welcome!

Sunday, February 19
10:30 am—Worship
Sunday, February 26
10:30 am—Worship

February
Birthdays
Hannah St. Onge
George Murray III
Kendall Rosen
Brittany Bertorelli
Nicole Taranto
Frank Maynard
Susan Cochran
Debra Grandelski
Barbara White
Jeremy Grandelski
Marilyn Poer
Christine Guerin
Katrina Grandelski
Nancy Chase Charron

AMERICA

FOR CHRIST

OFFERING

2017

We are taking the
America for Christ Offering
during February.

The America for Christ (AFC) offering 2017 theme, “Cultivating Leaders,
Equipping Disciples, Healing Communities,” reminds us that, as American Baptists, we exemplify a vital legacy of mission and ministry dating to 1824. The
21st-centuray challenges of leadership are numerous, but we are invigorated
by the passage of Luke 4:18-19: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release
to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” (NRSV).
Through your generous donations and partnership, American Baptist Home
Mission Societies (ABHMS) is committed to cultivating dynamic Christian leaders who are culturally and spiritually competent, in touch with their churches
and communities, and passionate about ministry and helping people. Highly
developed Christ-honoring leaders are called to advance the mission of peace,
hope and love in their churches and communities with resilience, faithfulness
and proficiency.
Your AFC gift will come alongside ABHMS as we continually address the
question: What do leaders need to continue growing and developing? The AFC
Offering 2017 reminds us that service is a way of life for Christ’s church.
Cultivating leaders is a call to all of our American Baptist family.

Interim Pastor:
Rev. Erica Wimber Avena
Organist/Choir Director:
Howard W. Curry
Director of Christian Education:
Cindy Marcheterre
Administrative Secretary:
Kris Useted

Remember: the last person to leave the church building should be sure that all doors and windows are
closed/locked. The Academy Street door into Fellowship Hall is kept locked during the Sunday worship
service. Thank you for helping us take care of our facilities.
Connections is published 11 times a year at the Cornerstone Baptist Church, and is put together by a host
of valuable volunteers. Please send next month's articles and information to the office by the 15th of the
month, no later than the 20th. If you no longer want to receive this newsletter via U.S. mail, please notify
the church office. The newsletter is available online at www.cbcct.us

Sunday School News
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January 29, Super Kid Sunday—This was a day when we celebrated our kids. We had a morning of games,
special snacks and certificates announcing just how great we think our kids are. If you know someone in Sunday School
ask them what was written on their certificate.!
February—We will be learning about parables. We also have embarked on a learning adventure—to learn
something about every book in the Bible. We may test our knowledge against you in the future.
February 12th—SUPER POWER BREAKFAST Please join us on February 12th at 9:00 am for a delicious
breakfast and Fun!!! All are invited so please come with your Sunday School student and enjoy breakfast on us. After
students are finished, we will go to classes for our lessons.
Looking ahead

Family Sundays—February 19th, March 19th, April 23rd, June 11th
March 11th—Mark your calendar! We will be having our annual pancake breakfast to help send our campers to
Camp Wightman. (Those going to Camp Wightman should plan on being at the church to work at this event.)

“Super Power Breakfast” – What is your Super Power??
Join us on February 12 at 9:00a.m. for a delicious breakfast and
conversation. Everyone is invited, so please come, bring your family,
friends and enjoy breakfast… on us!
At the Homecoming breakfast, last Fall, the Transition Team heard:
Every group stated that church folk should gather for food and fellowship more often. Many of us do not
know each other, and the church would benefit from getting people talking to those they do not
already know well.
We are Baptists. We can do anything! But a lot of us are not using our SUPERPOWERS! Some of us
don’t even know or remember what that they are.
So, we plan to eat and talk! Join us for a breakfast on Sunday, February, 12 (snow date, February 26) What is your
superpower?
In the month of February, Pastor Erica will do a sermon series on our shared Baptist Superpower: Religious Freedom

Feb. 12: Religious Freedom for individuals "soul liberty/freedom of conscience" /the priesthood of all believers/
freedom to interpret scriptures for ourselves.
Feb. 19: Religious Freedom for our church: we can govern ourselves as we see fit and we choose to be in
relationships with other churches/church bodies (e.g. ABCConn, ABC -USA, etc.) A question for us to be asking
here is what can we expect from a church, and what can our church expect of us? How does God continue to
shape who we want our partners in ministry to be?
Feb. 26: Religious Freedom for the world -- Baptists advocated for the Separation of
Church and state since the beginning of this country, and have been a voice for religious
freedom here and around the world. Why is Religious Freedom important now?
Members of the Transition Team are: Bethany Duval (convener), Rose Bertorelli, Bob Hardy,
Diane Spratley, and Erica Wimber Avena
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