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In the Interim:
Many people report that their most spiritually alive moments are in nature. I hope that this summer,
despite the rain, ticks, gypsy moths, and the effects of climate change(!), you will find time to get outside, exercise, and enjoy the beauty of the out of doors, whether at camp, on vacation or just in your
own backyard. There is a promise early in the book of Job where he receives a vision for a long and
joyful life. It is a vision of living peacefully on this lovely blue/green planet. It says in part:
You will laugh at destruction and hunger [Ps. 112:7],
and you will not fear the wild animals,
because you will have an ·agreement [treaty; alliance; covenant] with the stones in the field,
and the wild animals will be at peace with you [C describes a peaceful relationship with all nature].

The Connection

Job 5:22-23 (EXB Bible)
The sun is higher in the sky and there is more daylight; things are growing again and the kids are finishing their school year. It is a great time to allow our souls to be restored in nature and in communion
with God. With summer at hand, many of us are preparing for a little change.
This is a great season, especially for children who have extra time on their hands and who themselves
have their own theological questions, to learn about and to receive God’s love. Jesus says in Matthew
18:3 that we should become “like children” to enter God’s kingdom. Children have the capacity to
know God – Jesus insisted that this is true. So, whether you are sending your children or grandchildren
to camp, or simply sharing a meal and spending time together, take an extra moment to listen to their
questions, share with them why you do what you do, and enter into their concerns. As our country
becomes more divided, one of the most important things each of us can do is to demonstrate good
listening and conversation skills, and build strong relationships with our family and neighbors. Being
good listeners is one of our greatest gifts we can give to one another.
If you’ve been following the news, you’ve already been given a list of prayer concerns. Our community’s and our world’s need for:
Even better affordable health care
 Ending hunger – right here in Danielson and around the world
 Quality educational/job training opportunities for young people and adults
 Environmental renewal
 A home for worldwide refugees and for the homeless here in Danielson
 Effective treatment for those who are addicted
 World leadership that values sustainable peace, rather than terror and threats of terror
This prayer list is also a good list of conversation starters. What would you add? What can we agree
on? What do the people in your life really think about these things? And what can you say to someone
who may be living long after you, who may be in a position to go on to craft some solutions…?


Spiritual renewal happens for many of us in nature, but our social fabric is improved only when we
gather together. Join us in worship in this season of renewal. Your presence matters.
In Ministry with you,
Pastor Erica
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In Worship
This Month
Sunday, June 4
10:30 am—Worship,
Communion /Appreciation
& Music Sunday
Sunday, June 11
10:30 am— Christian Education Day/Family Sunday

Ladies Luncheon
Our next Luncheon will be on Tuesday, June 13th at
12 noon at the “Snak Shak” in Moosup.
All ladies of the church are welcome!

Sunday, June 18
10:00 am—Worship

Sunday, June 25
10:00 am—Worship

June
Birthdays
Cheryl Thomas
Larry Southam
Wil DeCoursy
Carol Curry
Greg Thomas
Linda Charron

Let’s Celebrate!
Join us in celebrating Howard Curry and
Cindy Marcheterre's years of service to our church! We will
have a celebratory luncheon after church on June 4th to
recognize Howard's 55 years as Organist and Choir Director
and Cindy's 35 years as Christian Education Director.
Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex if you will attend, so
we can plan the meal accordingly. If you are able to help with set
up, clean up, and/or food preparation, please talk to Dana!

Roberta Davis
Roland Tourangeau
Linda Bernier
Abigail Thayer
Chris Southam

ADULT DROP-IN BIBLE STUDY
– meets at 9a.m. during the Sunday School hour.
Pastor Erica leads this study using the
Judson adult curriculum, Journeys. Join
us for one Sunday, or for all of them.
Everyone is welcome!

Interim Pastor:
Rev. Erica Wimber Avena
Organist/Choir Director:
Howard W. Curry
Director of Christian Education:
Cindy Marcheterre
Administrative Secretary:
Kris Useted

Remember: the last person to leave the church building should be sure that all doors and windows are
closed/locked. The Academy Street door into Fellowship Hall is kept locked during the Sunday worship
service. Thank you for helping us take care of our facilities.
Connections is published 11 times a year at the Cornerstone Baptist Church, and is put together by a host
of valuable volunteers. Please send next month's articles and information to the office by the 15th of the
month, no later than the 20th. If you no longer want to receive this newsletter via U.S. mail, please notify
the church office. The newsletter is available online at www.cbcct.us

CAMP WIGHTMAN:


Rookie Camper Day - Sunday, June 18 (2 to 4 PM)
Especially for First Year Campers, but can be helpful to Second/Third Years and anxious or hesitant
campers as well -- meet summer staff, play games, have a snack, get a tour! We don't really care what year you
are, come out and help us celebrate the beginning of summer. All are welcome!



Opening Day of Staff Development -- June 11.
Please pray for us during this time!



Opening Day of Camp -- June 25!
There is still room in a number of camps, check the Camp Wightman website for availability.

Connect with Camp Wightman today: 201 Coal Pit Hill Road, Griswold, CT 06351

Join us for this summer’s ecumenical Vacation Bible School!
...at St. John Lutheran Church
190 Wauregan Rd. (Rt.12), Danielson
from July10-14, 2017 9:00am to Noon
(drop off beginning at 8;30AM).
Children age 3 to grade 6 are invited to join us for
games, snacks and other awesome activities to teach us
that we are all created by GOD, Built for a Purpose!
Free of charge! Register at vbspro.events/p/killinglyvbs.
Youth and adult volunteers are needed to make this the
best possible experience for our children!
To help out - please register at:
vbspro.events/p/killinglyvbs.
This year's theme—Maker Fun Factory:
Made by God, Built for a Purpose!

This VBS is a joint effort of Cornerstone Baptist Church,
St. John Lutheran Church and Westfield Congregational
Church.

If you'd like to get involved....
*We will be making VBS decorations at St. John Lutheran Church at 7:30 on Wednesday evenings! Join us if
you're feeling crafty (or even if you don't feel crafty, but you can follow directions)!
*We are still looking for volunteers during the week of VBS to prepare snacks and to run the KidVid Cinema
(showing a video and leading a related discussion afterward). Also, we always need extra people to lead
crews of children and help out in general!
*If you are busy during the days but would still like to contribute, check the poster in the narthex in coming
weeks to see what snack and craft items you could donate!
For more information or if you have questions: Please speak to Dana Thayer
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Search Committee Update...
The Search Committee has been working diligently to find a suitable candidate for the next settled Pastor of
Cornerstone Baptist Church. The committee has been meeting regularly to complete the Church Reflections document which, along with the updated church profile, will be used to solicit profiles for potential
candidates. The information comes from the work of the Transition Team who gathered historical information and was provided input from the congregation. The Search Committee is also using information
from the previous church profile created by the previous Search Committee. That process is about 75%
complete, and we expect to complete this phase within the next several weeks. Once complete, we will
meet with Ken Williams, the Interim Executive Minister, American Baptist Churches of Connecticut, so we
can begin receiving and reviewing Pastoral profiles. The updated church profile will be used to present Cornerstone Baptist Church to potential candidates.

The Search Committee will then start the interview process of the candidates selected from the profiles we
receive. From the interviews, the Search Committee will select a candidate that best fits the needs of Cornerstone Baptist Church. That candidate will then be presented to the congregation for approval. The time
it will take to receive and review the profiles, and perform the interviews is somewhat
difficult to determine at this time. However, it is the goal of the Search Committee
to present a candidate to the congregation this fall.
The committee would like to thank you for your continued prayers as we continue
to move forward with this very important and holy task.

Life Line Screening
Do you know how to recognize the warning signs of a stroke? If you or someone you know is experiencing
any of the below symptoms, call 911 right away. It is important to seek medical treatment immediately.
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Sudden Numbness
Difficulty Speaking
Severe Dizziness
Loss of Coordination
Sudden Loss of Vision
Sudden Intense Headache
Brief Loss of Consciousness

Protect your health by participating in the Life Line Screening health screenings that will be at Cornerstone
Baptist Church on Wednesday, June 14, 2017. Through ultrasound we evaluate the carotid arteries for the
buildup of fatty plaque, which is the leading cause of stroke.
Register today for the Stroke, Vascular & Heart Rhythm package, which includes four screenings: carotid artery, abdominal aortic aneurysm, peripheral arterial disease and atrial fibrillation. In order to register for this event and to
receive a $10 discount off any package priced above $129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit
www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or text the word circle to 797979

Also—There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex which offers 7 people a $25 discount if they sign-up at this
time.

American Baptist

Women’s

It is time to get together with old friends and new friends! I invite you to come
with me to lovely Rhode Island on June 2 and 3. Camp Canonicus is located a
short 26 miles east of Camp Wightman. It is a scant 12 miles off of RT 95
North (see directions below). American Baptist Women from Rhode Island,
Massachusetts and Connecticut are convening to hear from our missionary to
Central America—Mylinda Baits who has served in Nicaragua, Mexico and
Costa Rica. We will hear about missions for refugees and persons in recovery in New England. There will be
much joy and laughter in celebrating the wondrous deeds the Lord is doing with AB women. If your life is
too busy to relax for a day and a half = come just on Saturday—it’s a short trip from CT!

MINISTRIES

Laura Austin,
ABWM of CT

Driving directions to Camp Canonicus from RT 95 North: Take exit 3A to merge onto RI-138 E/Kingstown
Rd to S. Kingstown (7 &1/2 miles). Turn left onto RI-2 N/South County Trail (4 & 1/2 miles). Turn right onto Exeter Rd.

News from the church library:
On Friday May 12, a small group of us (Barbara Holloway, Barbara Marston, Pat Rocheleau, Kris Useted, and
Pastor Erica) met with a representative from the Historical Archives of the American Baptist Churches of
CT, Bill McMann who belongs to FBC Mansfield.
He talked to us about our particular historical documents and how to preserve them for
the next Cornerstone historian (whomever that may be). We will be working with the
Advisory Council to appropriately preserve critical items, such as:
 Minutes
 Membership information
 Legal documents
We are also looking for someone (or better yet, a small group) who would like to work
on organizing the many church photos that we have, such as this wonderful photo of the
“Busy Bee’s” Sunday school class:
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Celebrating
our
Graduates!

Sydney Avena—Sydney Avena is graduating June 13th from the Marine Science Magnet High School located in Groton, CT. She has been active in many school organizations including Student Council, National
Honors Society, Unity Club, and the East Lyme Viking Crew team. Sydney has been named Student of the
Month twice and is the recipient of numerous faculty awards. This fall, Sydney will be attending the University of Maine Honors College with an intended major in Marine Science.
Lily Baah— Lily is Graduating from Fullsail University with a degree in Film Production.
Brittany Bertorelli—On Saturday, May 20th Brittany graduated from Bryant University located in Smithfield, RI with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration. She double concentrated in Marketing and
Statistics and earned Summa Cum Laude in her class. While at Bryant, she was very involved on campus. She
was on the Executive Board of the Student Alumni Association and worked on campus at the Information
Center. She now works full time at DellEMC located in Hopkinton, MA as a Business Operations Analyst.
Andrew Duval Jr, — "AJ" (to his Cornerstone family), is graduating from Killingly High School this year
and is heading to University of Maine at Machias for Marine Biology. He attended KHS as an Ag student in
the Aquaculture/Environmental Science Track. While at KHS, AJ participated in Voice Acting Club, Concert
Band, Marching Band and the FFA Organization. Part of being an Ag student requires outside work be done
all 4 years as well. AJ's Supervised Agricultural Experience "SAE" primarily focused on him volunteering at
Mystic Aquarium's Water Quality Lab in an effort to keep the fish and animals safe. As if he wasn't busy
enough, AJ practiced fencing for awhile and was active with his Boy Scout Troop which culminated in him
earning his Eagle Scout.

Cassandra Guerin — In April, Cassie Guerin received her Master’s Degree in Music Theory when she
graduated from the University of Cincinnati College—Conservatory of Music on their 150th anniversary.
Cassie plans to go on to get her Doctorate in Music Law.
Todd Marston —Todd is graduating from Portland State University with a Master's degree in jazz studies,
with a focus in Wellness For Musicians. He spent the past two years studying Body Mapping at the piano
with Professor Lisa Marsh. His final project involved composing six etudes for the piano and performing
them in a graduate recital.
And graduating from 8th Grade:
Olivia Anderson—graduating from Plainfield Middle School
Lea Duval— graduating from Plainfield Middle School

Jordan Rukstela—graduating from Brooklyn Middle School and going on to Killingly High School

American Baptist News
ABCUSA has announced that the new General Secretary of American Baptist Churches is Reverend Dr. Lee B. Spitzer.
Dr. Spitzer is currently the Executive Minister for ABC in New Jersey and will begin his service as General Secretary
on June 1st. His goal as General Secretary is “to lead ABCUSA into a future of spiritual renewal, creative service, and
church growth, in joyful cooperation with all partners of the American Baptist Family.” Dr. Spitzer will be preaching on
Sunday morning, July 2, at the American Baptist Biennial Mission Summit in Portland, Oregon. Let us keep Rev. Dr.
Spitzer and our ABC family in prayer in this new day.

The Cornerstone Baptist Church
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Minutes of Advisory Council Meeting, edited for this newsletter
April 11, 2017
Meeting was called to order by moderator Kathy Hexter at 6:34 p.m.
Opening prayer by Pastor Erica.

T

Devotional by Barbara Holloway.
What Have You Heard? Academy Street from the fire house to Main Street is now one way, toward Main Street, so those using Academy Street need to be aware.
A neighbor on Academy Street had a problem with people from church parking in certain spots. The road is a public street, however. If
anyone else has an incident with the neighbor over parking, please let Cindy know.
Pastor Erica got a letter from Marion Halbach, thanking her for sending the newsletter and including some suggestions concerning
Howard Valley equipment and preservation, as Howard Valley is on the Historical Preservation Registry.
The man living next door to the church will be contributing his redeemable cans for our youth group to cash in for their projects.
Clerk’s Report: Minutes of the last meeting were accepted as corrected.
Membership lists have been finalized and given to Kris for updating church records.
When Diane Spratley and Desiree LaPorte became church members, the Advisory Council had voted to recommend them for membership but the entire congregation did not yet vote on the matter. That vote will be at the annual meeting. Three other young people
who were baptized earlier had also not been voted into membership by the congregation. They were assumed to be members because of the baptism. It was voted by the Council to recommend at the annual meeting that anyone who was previously baptized or
who received the right hand of fellowship but was not voted into membership by the congregation, be accepted by the congregation as
a member of the church.
Treasurer’s Report: No discussion was held.
Investment Committee: reported
Dates to Remember:
June 4 – Appreciation Sunday and Music Sunday
June 11 – Family Sunday and Christian Education Sunday
June 14 – Lifeline screening, all day
July 10-14 – Vacation Bible School. Details are still being finalized.
Pastor’s Report: The Deacons Fund has a balance of $1035.00.
The Sunday School Food Shelf is being used and appreciated.
The adult Sunday School class’s Lenten study went well. Pastor Erica will continue leading the adult class through the end of the Sunday School year.
The sermon series after Easter will be “50 States of Joy.”
Mercy Gonzalez-Barnes will participate in worship on April 30 by Skype.
New people coming onto the Advisory Council should get binders from those leaving positions.
Deacons’ Reports
Education and Discipleship: Kids are getting ready for Children’s Sunday.
Children are collecting coins for yo-yos to send to Guatemala, and collecting toiletries for washcloth toiletries kits for Generations and
the shelters.
Campership fundraising is going well. There is now enough money to cover the kids who are going to camp this year.
Events and PR: May 19, at 7 p.m. will be a paint night, led by Pat Rocheleau. The cost is $10 per person. The event is for all ages
and there will be refreshments.
Minutes, continued on page 8

A

Minutes, continued from page 7
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Nominating Committee: Two positions remain to be filled for next year. Celicia Hardy will become deacon of worship and membership.
Jim Hilow will step down as co-moderator, and Kathy Hexter will remain as sole moderator.
Mission and Outreach: There are no current mission offerings. ABCConn has a lot of new missionaries going out now.
Pastoral Relations: The Search Committee is meeting regularly and using Transition Team and historical data to complete the Reflections document.
The committee requested a budget of $3000 for the search process. The Council voted to approve that amount.
Property and Finance: The fence between the neighbor’s property and the church property is being taken down.
Cindy suggested replacing the smoking/cigarette cans outside the back door with long-necked smoker receptacles. Jim suggested
instead that we ban all smoking on church property, including the parsonage. Some discussion was held. Jim will ask Kris to call our
insurance company to see if banning smoking on our property will result in our insurance rates going down.
Still waiting for quote for the roof repairs.
The low-bid painting quote for the barn was accepted for $2800.
A quote for painting and fixing woodwork at Howard Valley was received for $7150. This includes interior window sills and exterior
wood; re-glazing all windows; scraping, priming, and painting the church. It was voted to accept that quote and spend the $7150 plus
excesses up to $10,000 for the Howard Valley work.
Safe Church: No report
Sexton: The part of the sanctuary wall that needs to be painted is not done yet.
Worship and Membership: No replacement has been found for Howard Curry on April 30 yet. It was suggested we find recorded music to play, or contact local music teachers for recommendations.
Old Business: Priscilla still needs information on the piano in the barn so she can put it in the Killingly Yard Sale. Jim Milliard will get
that information for her.
New Business: The AA group that will be using the hall on Saturday evenings needs to know the cost. Kathy Hexter will check on
what NA pays.
Historical records were gone through and a list made of what to send elsewhere. A representative from ABCConn will come to look at
what we have and recommend what we should keep, how to preserve it, and what they could take. It was also suggested that the
Killingly Historical Society might be interested in some of the records. It was voted to approve the items on the list for release to those
and possibly other places for safe keeping.
Next meeting will be at 6:30 p.m. on May 9, 2017.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Holloway
Church Clerk
Attendees: Dana Thayer, Erica Avena, Kathy Hexter, Cynthia Marcheterre, Debra Grandelski, Diane Spratley, Priscilla Lehoux, Mike
Lehoux, Oduro Gyamfi, Jim Milliard, Anne Milliard, Larry Southam, and Barbara Holloway
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