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In the Interim:
“He (Peter) gave her (Tabitha) his hand and helped her up. Then calling the
saints and widows, he showed her to be alive.” Acts 9:41 NRSV
I shared with some of you in worship that at a previous church, a woman named Eugenia asked me in
private to pray for her. She told me that in a few weeks she would go under the surgeon’s knife for a
third time -- for stage four brain cancer. “Of course I’ll pray for you…” I reassured her, and your
confidence is safe with me… Then the Sunday morning before her surgery she told me she had made
a terrible mistake. “I don’t know what I was thinking…it’s cancer, and I’m going through this risky
surgery yet again – I don’t want this to be confidential, I need everyone to know, I need them to pray
me through this. Quick! Get the word out!”
No one should face death or disease alone. Prayer complements medical treatment. If you are diagnosed with a serious medical condition today, you will be offered the standard of care; but someone
will also ask about your nutrition, your family support, and your spiritual practice. Communities are
powerful healing partners in helping us to overcome illness and brokenness. This was true for Tabitha,
it was true for Eugenia — who came through her surgery just fine and is still alive and well — and it
remains true. You might not call this anything more than “best practices”; but in many, many eyes,
especially for those who find healing, it is nothing short of a miracle.
I believe that many of you have met and know Tabitha, although you may not be aware of it. She
doesn’t have wealth or power, although we deeply respect her – her compassion and commitment to
those in need give her what we call “moral authority.” She prays a simple prayer: “Lord, help us to
help those in need, and make us sensitive to what will ultimately restore them to health and wholeness -- in your love.” I’ve seen Tabitha’s work here:
•

Come to dinner, and “Be Our Guest!”

•

Come for the clothing swap -- take what you need.

•

Contribute personal care items for the battered women’s shelter

•
•

Support a fundraiser to send our kids to Camp Wightman
Use Fair Trade products and support third world business people, as well as our own people
in Danielson.
The children are raising money to buy a Heifer cow for people whose entire way of life –
nutritionally and economically -- will be changed by this gift.

•
•

Supporting a church in Ghana

•
We support American Baptist missions here in CT, and around the world
People of Cornerstone Baptist Church: I know you well enough to say that if this and all the rest of
your work were to stop, you would pray and work together to bring it back into being. It might carry
other names, and different people might be heading up the projects, but the Holy Spirit has led you to
this work. You wouldn’t call any of this a miracle per se; but in many, many eyes it is. We call this
simply: the work of the church.
In Ministry with You,

Pastor Erica

247 Broad Street, Danielson CT 06239
860 774-3907
baptist.church@snet.net
www.cbcct.us
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In Worship
This Month
Sunday, May 1
10:30 am—Worship &
Communion
Sunday, May 8
10:30 am—Worship

Ladies Luncheon
Our next Luncheon will be on Wednesday, May 11th for a culinary
experience as the students of Ellis Tech prepare our lunch. We have to be at
the school on Maple Street at 11:00 AM. The cost is $10 for a 3 course meal.
We need to have your reservation a week in advance.
All ladies of the church are welcome!

Sunday, May 15
10:30 am—Worship
Sunday, May 22
10:30 am—Worship,
Family Sunday

Cornerstone needs a church Historian!

Sunday, May 29
10:30 am—Worship

As American Baptists in Connecticut, we have a rich and diverse history from 1705 to
present. Your ABCCONN Historical Committee would love to have local church
histories for 100% of our churches. Sadly, we don't.

May
BIRTHDAYS
Ryan LaRose

Here are some resources to get started:

Also, if your church doesn't have a Historical Committee or Team, please consider
starting on e using the downloadable Starter Kit on ABCCONN's website
http://www.abcconn.org/history.html
We are also looking for old postcards, photos and drawings of Baptist Churches in
CT. would you be willing to share an extra copy or a scanned image with us?
Contact us through the ABCCONN office.

Kay Blain

abcconn@abcconn.org

or

1-860-521-5421 or

Tina Richmond

ABCCONN Historical Committee

Faye Clapp
Joe Gilbert
Mary Joly
Linda Lemieux
Priscilla Lehoux
Chelsey Fisher
Dennis Guyette
Bethany Duval
Lea Duval
Please let the church office
know of any additions or
deletions for this list.
Interim Pastor:
Rev. Erica Wimber Avena
Organist/Choir Director:
Howard W. Curry
Director of Christian Education:
Cindy Marcheterre
Administrative Secretary:
Kris Useted

Camp Wightman
Dates to remember :
Saturday, May 7 —
Sunday, May 22 —

Spring Work Day 9AM to 3 PM
Family Fun Day 1 to 4 PM
Family Fun Day 1 to 4 PM

Connect with Camp Wightman today:
207 Coal Pit Hill Rd., Griswold, CT 06351
860. 376.2179
Wightman@abcconn.org
www.CampWightman.org

Remember: the last person to leave the church building should be sure that all doors and windows are
closed/locked. In addition, the Academy Street door into Fellowship Hall will be kept locked during the
Sunday worship service. Thank you for helping us take care of our facilities.
Connections is published 11 times a year at the Cornerstone Baptist Church, and is put together by a host
of valuable volunteers. Please send next month's articles and information to the office by the 15th of the
month, no later than the 20th. If you no longer want to receive this newsletter via U.S. mail, please notify
the church office. The newsletter is available online at www.cbcct.us

Cornerstone Baptist Church Sunday School
May Newsletter
Recap of April
Our lessons for April were…...
After the Resurrection
and
The Great Commission

We are currently working on
Spreading the Good News
by Using our Gifts

YOUTH GROUP NEWS

In April we went to see Miracles
from Heaven and a concert at the Lisbon
Movie Theater. We also held a fundraiser
for Easter desserts.
In May we are visiting Camp
Wightman for their Spring Clean-Up and
making a stop at Buttonwood Farms for
Ice Cream on the way home. Anyone is
welcome to join us.

Join us Saturday, May 7!
Ongoing Campership Fundraiser
We will be collecting cans and bottles
year round to help support our
campership fund. Please bring cans and
bottles and leave them in fellowship hall.
Thank you

Thank you to everyone who supports us.

Lenten Project
Our Sunday School Spring Missions
Project is to provide families in
third world countries with animals
to better their way of life. We will
be collecting coins through May.
Remember to save your change.
Thank You
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American Baptist International Ministries Young Adult Program
—taking place this Summer!
We are gathering as group of young adults to travel to the US/Mexico border to learn about immigration. The trip
will be led by IM Missionary Ray Schellinger and Sarah Strosahi-Kagi who will meet with groups on both sides of the
border to gain a deeper understanding of immigration, the people it impacts, and how to respond as Christians.
The trip is designed for young adults 19-30- (although we'd be willing to move the upper age limit by a few years if
need be). We are hoping to have a diverse group of participants from different ABC regions. The trip will take place
July 24-30, 2016 and will cost $350, plus airfare to/from San Diego, California. For more information contact Sarah
at :sarah.in.mission@gmail.com
American Baptist International Ministries is working with the Japan Baptist Union (JBU) to
respond quickly to the earthquakes and aftershocks that rocked Kumamoto, Japan during the
past weekend.
An initial $5000 in One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) emergency relief funds was sent to IM
partner, the Japan Baptist Union, to help with relief efforts.
In addition, an initial $7000 has been sent for relief in Ecuador following that devastating
earthquake. If you would like to contribute, make checks payable to the Cornerstone Baptist
Church and mark the memo line : "One Great Hour of Sharing" or "OGHS".

Holy God,
you have called us to follow in the way of your risen Son,
and to care for those who are our companions,
not only with words of comfort, but with acts of love.
Seeking to be true friends of all,
we offer our prayers on behalf of the church and the world.
Guide us in the path of discipleship,
so that, as you have blessed us,
we may be a blessing for others,
bringing the promise of the kingdom near
by our words and deeds. Amen.

Minutes of Advisory Council Meeting
March 8, 2016
Revised - 4/12/16
Edited for this newsletter

The meeting was called to order at 6:37 p.m. by moderator Kathy Hexter. Pastor Erica led us in prayer. Devotion by Barbara Holloway.
What have you heard?
Frank reported that Greg and Cheryl will be here March 11 and 12 to get their last things from the parsonage.
Mike said that Jim Hilow located the big screen TV in the parsonage, and it will be mounted at the back of the
sanctuary.
New business:
Larry and Jim Hilow are working on getting the new computer ready for Kris Useted.
Dana asked if it might be possible to look into holding a Vacation Bible School here this summer, in cooperation with other churches and volunteers. Rose said that the lack of volunteers is a big problem because parents work. Pat suggested perhaps holding it in the evenings, as Moosup previously did with great success.
Mary said to speak to Sandra about the last VBC we had here. Kathy Rickey said it might also be possible to
get free meals for the children. Dana will bring it up at KBIC and see what might be done, and will report back
at the next meeting.
Treasurer’s Report:
Mary tried to transfer funds to Ghana church, but the bank needs some information she doesn’t have. Oduro
will help her get the information needed.
All three currently-listed signers for the Deacon’s Fund are no longer here. Mary will get a letter from Pastor
Greg about changing signers.
Larry noticed that recent Treasurer’s Reports have no asset lists. Mary will add that to future reports.
Pat asked if income and expenses could be included in Sunday bulletins again each week. Mary will get the
information to Kris for that.
Investment Committee:
Larry said the market is turning around after a down January and February.
Balances in the Investment Account were $979,000 at end of 2015; $991,000 at end of January 2016;
$984,000 at end of February; and $1,009,673 today at close of business.
Larry has been discussing some strategy changes with Justin.
Pastor’s Report:
Thanks for helpers (especially Kathy Hexter) on the book clean-up project.
Minutes, continued on page 6
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Minutes, continued from page 5

The closet in the pastor’s office is not yet cleaned out. Pastor Erica will ask for help to go through the things
in that closet.
Sunday, June 19, Pastor Erica will not be here, so we need to find someone for that date.
We need good, current contact information for a number of people in the congregation. A list generated from
the church’s records was passed around to check the accuracy of information on it.
The Transition Team will start meeting and focusing on the congregation’s transition.
Diane mentioned that the Be Our Guest Dinner attendees want to meet the pastor.
Deacons’ Reports:
Connections - Diane said that the job of Connections is more than just calls and cards - it’s for encouragement, and to share her joy with others. She also practices “kneeology,” praying for people.
Education and Discipleship - Rose said there will be no Sunday School on Easter.
The Pancake Breakfast for camperships brought in $542, with $110 of expenses. Pat said expenses could
be taken out of seed grant money, and she will send an application to Sandra or Cindy for that. The committee for seed grants is Pat, Bruno, and Kathy Rickey.
Rose said that about $100 has been collected so far for the Heifer Project.
Melissa Card will take the summer off from doing nursery each week during church, so we need to find someone else for that. Rose’s daughter Brittany may be able to take over for the summer. Rose also mentioned
that we should remind people to have all decisions go through established processes, rather than just
“randomly asking people to do things or fill positions.”
Events and PR - Kathy Hexter said Kris got an
application for the Villager to see if we wanted
to advertise services. The ad was passed around,
and later in the meeting it was agreed to
put in a 3 x 3 ad for $45.

JOIN US FOR HOLY WEEK
Cornerstone Baptist Church
247 Broad Street, Danielson, CT

Dana said the kitchen inspection went well.
We now have packaged meals and desserts frozen
for people who may need them.
Be Our Guest Dinners - Dana said no one currently
does a dinner on the second Friday of the month.
We have enough willing volunteers to have two
teams to do two Friday dinners. After discussion
and a favorable reaction, Dana will look into the
second date and team for dinners.

March 20 - Palm Sunday Service at 10:30 AM
March 24 - Maundy Thursday Service of Communion & Tenebrae at 6:00 PM
March 25 – Good Friday Vigil at 12 noon

Cindy asked Dana to discuss having fellowship hour once a month following worship. A number of people
mentioned that this had been tried before, and though it gets started well, it then peters out. The general
opinion was to table this idea for now. Rose and others liked the simpler option of summertime juice and
bread or cookies outside after worship
Minutes, continued on page 7
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Minutes, continued from page 6

Nominating Committee: Kathy asked for volunteers for Nominating. When no one present volunteered, she
said that Debra had agreed to seek people to fill open positions if no one else volunteered to do it.
Mission and Outreach: Flo said the Spring clothing swap dates will be: set up April 3 and 9; Swap April 10
from 8 am to noon; take-down on April 17. Gina is helping but may not be here on swap day. They are now
collecting spring clothing.
Rose will talk about the America for Christ offering in worship again.
Pastoral Relations: Nothing to report now, but will be meeting in the near future.
Property and Finance:
Susan Curry is interested in the organ at Howard Valley.
Fence next to the church has to be put up again.
Frank spoke to Jeff Page about the trees, but Jeff hasn’t been by to look at them yet.
Still waiting for the survey on boundary lines so we can send a letter to the neighbors who have some things
on our property. There’s a concern about liability.
We still need contact information if Frank is gone and something needs to be fixed at the church. Bruno and
Donna will give names of some reliable contractors to Kris.
The barn is in need of maintenance, especially the roof. There are also holes in the door.
Jim Milliard says a more pressing need is for church maintenance. A new roof will be about $184,000, painting needs to be done, and the picket fence needs to be replaced. Kathy Hexter mentioned that a church
group had been considered for repairing a roof at Camp Wightman (though the timing did not work out), and
they could perhaps do our roof, saving labor costs.
Safe Church: nothing to report.
Worship and Membership: nothing to report - all April needs are met.
Old Business:
Cub Scouts would like to use the church on an ongoing basis. This was approved.
The center handrail for the front steps that had been suggested when someone fell on the steps was discussed again. Since we have side handrails already and the ramp, it was felt that the center rail might not
solve the problem. Center rails also tend to be not sturdy and to get loose over time. For now, we will leave
the situation as it is.
The freezer for the Community Kitchen is in the barn. Do we need a written agreement about not being liable
for food going bad if we have a power outage? It was agreed that we do not need this.
The Transition Team will be Bethany Duvall, Bob Hardy, Diane Spratley, and Rose Bertorelli. A vote was
taken to accept this team.
Minutes, continued on page 8
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Fire resistant file cabinets were discussed. Kris got some prices, ranging from $1399 to over $2000. We
need to specify what size we need and what will be kept in it. We will ask Kris to look at used office equipment. We do already have one fire resistant file, but we have many historical papers from the Moosup
churchthat should be preserved and protected. The Property and Finance committee can spend up to $5000
without Advisory Council vote or approval, so they will work with Kris to get a file. The very old papers (like
an 1890 newspaper) could be scanned into a computer for accessibility, and then stored in a professional facility to preserve them.
The next meeting will be on April 12.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Holloway, Assistant Clerk
Members attending: Kathy Hexter, Pastor Erica, Jim Milliard, Anne Milliard, Mary Grandelski, Cindy
Marcheterre (briefly), Diane Spratley, Dana Thayer, Florence Ofori, Oduro Gyamfi, Donna Gilbert, Frank
Brush, Rose Bertorelli, Mike Lehoux, Kathy Rickey, Larry Southam, Pat Rocheleau, Barbara Holloway.

In
Appreciation...
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