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In the Interim:

Connections

Dear Members and Friends:
Easter is early this year – March 27. Although Christmas is a huge holiday, Easter is really
the spiritual heart of our faith. We celebrate the mystery that lies at its core – Christ has broken the hold of death itself, to show God’s steadfast love for the world. Easter celebrates the
quality of love that extends to us from beyond the grave, and outside the limits of our mortal
lives – a divine invitation.
I know that most of you have been celebrating Easter for many years. Yet every year it is
possible to see it, hear it, and feel it differently. We all witness death and new life. Last year
at this time you could not have predicted that Greg would have announced his retirement,
any more than you could have predicted the Zika virus, the Syrian refugee crisis, or the price
of oil. The life of discipleship is a constant challenge to apply our faith to new situations and
unexpected circumstances.
While I have been going through the books left in the office here, I was surprised to come
across a 1972 edition of a book written by my late preaching professor William Muehl. It’s
entitled, All the Damned Angels, (yes that really is the name of it…I’m wondering about
what his editor was thinking…); be that as it may be, he has some words that still seem important to me:
“The awful conviction that the Lord had said a particular thing to a specific people at
an appointed place became the smug assurance that God says only that particular
thing to those specific people at that appointed place…Nostalgia turns poisonous
only when it flows in one direction, when it stifles expectation and kills hope. This is
what happened to the memory of Israel. The very vividness of its experience of God
made the mighty One the prisoner of his own record.” (pp. 103)
God shouldn’t be made a prisoner of his own record – even if the record is great, as it has
been in many churches. We do not want to, in Professor Muehl’s words, “stifle expectation
or kill hope.” Our God is a living God, calling us to new life and out into a new day, just as
he walked out of his tomb on the first day of the week.
Easter morning is not only an astonishing historical event; it continues to spark faith and
commitment in our day and into our future. That is worth celebrating!
Peace,
Pastor Erica
247 Broad Street, Danielson CT 06239
860 774-3907
baptist.church@snet.net
www.cbcct.us

Page 2

In Worship
This Month
Sunday, March 6
10:30 am - Worship &
Communion
Sunday, March 13
10:30 am—Worship

Ladies Luncheon
The next luncheon will be held at Hanks Restaurant at 416 Providence
Rd. (Rt. 6) in Brooklyn, CT at12 noon on Tuesday, March 8th.
Please sign up in the narthex, reservations will have to be made.
All ladies of the church are welcome!

HOLY WEEK
Sunday, March 20
Palm Sunday
10:30 am—Worship
Thursday, March 24
Maundy Thursday
6:00 pm— Service
at Cornerstone
Friday, March 25
Good Friday
11:30 am—Procession
of the Cross, Davis Park
12:00 noon—Service at
Cornerstone
Sunday, March 27
Easter
6:30 am —Sunrise
Service at Allen Hill
Tree Farm, 542 Allen
Hill Rd., Brooklyn, CT
10:30 am—Easter
Sunday Worship at
Cornerstone

Interim Pastor:
Rev. Erica Wimber Avena
Organist/Choir Director:
Howard W. Curry
Director of Christian Education:
Cindy Marcheterre
Administrative Secretary:
Kris Useted

Join us for the Warm Hearts, Warm Homes Concert!
Saturday, March 12th, 7 p.m. at Westfield Congregational Church (snow date
Friday March 18th). The Killingly-Brooklyn Interfaith Council (KBIC) holds the
concert each year to help our neighbors stay warm in times of need.
100% of proceeds go to the Danielson Fuel Fund. Members of the KBIC
congregations will share their incredible musical talents (maybe the person you
sat next to in church last Sunday???), and there will be refreshments and a silent
auction. There is no charge to attend, but opportunity to bid in the auction or
give to the cause as you would like!

Basket Auction
Each KBIC congregation is putting together a basket for
the silent auction at the Warm Hearts/Homes
Concert . Cornerstone's basket theme is GARDENING:
gloves, seed packets, gardening tools, kneeling pad, watering
can, or anything else you can think of! If you are able to
donate an item for the basket, please get it to Pat Rocheleau
or Dana Thayer by Sunday, March 6th at the latest.

Food/Fellowship!
And finally, you can turn this into an entire night out! Before the concert, join
us for a Family Dinner, potluck style, here at Cornerstone! Even if you
can't attend the concert, share your favorite dish with your church family
March 12th! We will plan to eat by 5:00pm. (Please sign up on the sheet in the
narthex if you will be at the potluck so we know how much coffee, juice, etc. to
have on hand. But if you are able to come at the last minute and haven't signed
up, definitely come anyway!)
Remember: the last person to leave the church building should be sure that all doors and windows are
closed/locked. In addition, the Academy Street door into Fellowship Hall will be kept locked during the
Sunday worship service. Thank you for helping us take care of our facilities.
Connections is published 11 times a year at the Cornerstone Baptist Church, and is put together by a host
of valuable volunteers. Please send next month's articles and information to the office by the 15th of the
month, no later than the 20th. If you no longer want to receive this newsletter via U.S. mail, please notify
the church office. The newsletter is available online at www.cbcct.us

Cornerstone Baptist Church Sunday School
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Recap of February
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SUPERKID
SUNDAY
Our competition between the
“Saints” and the “Angels”
ended with an Angel victory
by 10 yards. The kids did a
great job and were surprising
us with their Bible knowledge.
Pastor Erica’s son even joined
in the fun!!
GREAT JOB – SUPER KIDS!!!!

Campership Pancake Breakfast
$6.50 Adults $3.50 Kids
Eggs, Pancakes w/toppings, Sausage
Coffee & Juice

HELP US SEND KIDS TO CAMP,
Bring Your Friends for Breakfast
We are hoping to send 18
Campers this year!!!

YOUTH GROUP
Upcoming Meeting Dates

March 20th - Regular Meeting
March 26th – Overnighter & Fundraiser
April 17th – April 19th Camp Wightman Retreat/Mission
Work
Please help us raise money for our Mission Project and
order from our EASTER FUNDRAISER -

Coming March 27th

th

KIDS CAN CHANGE THE WORLD
During Family Sunday in the months of
February & March the children will be asking
your help to fill their change containers.
Feel free to save your coins and overload
them with joy.
Our goal is to purchase a Heifer (cow)
through the Heifer international project.
THANK YOU,
The Sunday School Children

News from Camp Wightman:
WOMEN’S RETREAT!
ABCCONN's annual Women's Retreat will be held at Camp Wightman on April 15-17. The theme for this
year's program is "Hands to Work...Hearts to God." With leadership provided by Pastor Lisa Gustafson, the
weekend will include Bible study, conversations, walking meditations, a movie night, prayer, great fellowship,
excellent meals, and lots more.
Space is limited, so we encourage you to register early. Contact Camp Wightman at
860-376-2179 or 860-376-2179 for additional information or registration.
We look forward to seeing you again!

REGISTER NOW FOR SUMMER CAMP...
Registration is now open for all of Camp Wightman's
Summer Camp Programs. We offer a wide variety of
programs for children, youth, adults, and families.
Visit CampWightman.org/Summer Camp to check
out the schedule and complete your
registration. Register early to insure your choice of
programs and to get the best rates. We look forward
to serving your family this summer!

MARCH
BIRTHDAYS
Stephanie Bellows
Doris Davis Johnson
Cassie Guerin
Pat Rocheleau
Nancy Joly
Christy Gervais
Amber Passmore
Carol Savoie
Brooke Truesdale
Gina Mills
Jenn Rickey
Joan McCarthy
Sandra Marcheterre Rukstela
Nancy Beeman

Please let the church office know of any additions or deletions for this list.
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CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH
ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING
JANUARY 12, 2016
The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m. by Moderator Jim Hilow. Pastor Erica led us in prayer.
Because of the snow tonight, we skipped the devotional and will take care of some agenda items through email so we can dismiss
early.
What Have You Heard? Rose thanked Dana for all the events she chaired in the past few months.
New Business: The freezer from St. Alban’s is to be moved into our garage. Someone from the church needs to move church items
out of the way for the freezer to be delivered there by Bousquet’s.
Barbara Holloway now has a key and will open the church for NA meetings on Wednesdays. Jim will ask Kris to let her know if she’ll
have to open for any other meetings.
A center handrail had been suggested for the front steps, since someone has fallen on the steps twice. We tabled that until next
meeting, but Jim suggested announcing during worship that those with difficulty walking should use the ramp or handrails on sides of
steps.
Pastor Greg asked if they could leave some things at the parsonage for a few weeks until they can make another trip up to get them.
There was some discussion about it. Pastor Erica suggested that we ask him to sign something saying he would not hold us responsible for theft or damage of property. Someone also asked that he agree to either take or dispose of everything, and for a time limit in
which it should be done. Jim will email Mike, as Pastoral Relations Chair, to discuss this with Greg. We also need to get his church
key back.
Molly reported that some books were being moved out of the pastor’s office, and someone she knows said one book at least may be
valuable. The removed books are on the table in the copy room, and we should decide what to do with all of them and other things
being taken out of the pastor’s office. Molly will coordinate this.
Pastor Erica’s dental insurance: the church will be billed directly for it.
Minutes of the December meeting were read and accepted as corrected.
Treasurer’s report was accepted. Mary mentioned that the high amount in Maintenance was for the elevator inspection. Some discussion was held, and we’ll look around for a better price for the inspection.
Mary asked us to review the proposed budget. She decreased the projected contributions amount to be more realistic. We still have a
shortfall of $19,000. After discussion and comments, the budget was accepted with corrections as discussed.
Investments: Larry said the market is still up and down. He’s looking into making some investment adjustments.
Dates to remember:
January 24 - Budget meeting after church (snow/rain day January 31)
February 7 - SuperKid Sunday
March 5 - campership pancake breakfast
March 26 - April fundraiser for Easter
April 17 - youth overnight retreat at Camp Wightman for cleanup
Deacon Reports:
Worship and membership:
Molly got volunteers for communion and ushering for the next month. Deacon of the month for February will be Mary.
Events and PR:
Dana has an Oriental Trading gift card, which she’s giving to Cindy for Sunday School use.
The Budget Meeting on January 24: Debra will bring muffins or coffee cake, Dana will set up and make coffee, and other
Advisory Council members will clean up.
Minutes, continued on page 6
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Minutes, continued from page 5
The Be Our Guest account is good, so each month Dana will make a few extra dinners to freeze and have on hand for people when they get home from the hospital or could use meals for other reasons.
Molly said that Josh will come and help with Be Our Guest dinners.

Connections:
Diane got more supplies.
She would like to have a “Like to Be Connected?” announcement printed, giving her name for people to get in touch with.
Molly mentioned that she liked Pastor Greg’s exercise on his last Sunday matching older with newer members. She suggested that we all try to keep in touch and keep that going.

Property and Finance:
Frank purchased a leaf blower and replaced ballast in the hall upstairs.
The heater for the baptistry needs to be replaced. Frank said he got a heater from Bruno that was taken out of the old
kitchen, and will install that.
Oduro will be the Property and Maintenance person while Frank is gone. Frank will give his key to Oduro to use.
Christian Education:
Cindy said 11 ugly quilts were delivered to Generations, and one given to a person Pastor Greg knew. Kids also made pillows to go with each quilt.
The resource room door key is lost, and a new one is needed.
Cindy has been purchasing Victorian Sunday in the park craft items, using money from the budget but getting things on sale.
She wanted to know if there’s a price limit for that. Mary will check.
Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Erica thanked everyone for a warm welcome and is happy to be here.
Her books don’t fit in the pastor’s office - she is working with people to make room for them, and will also work with others on
the church library.
Pastor Erica’s schedule here will be Sundays and Monday through Wednesday in the office.
We need to advise her on who needs pastoral visits.
She would like to work with a Transition Team to plan events and activities during interim time as we search for settled pastor.
She will use Kris’s office email account for the mid-week emails, since addresses in that account are very up-to-date.
Old business:
Ghana fundraiser: Mary said funds were not sent yet. Diane asked if her contribution had been recorded to make the full
$1500 goal. Mary will check on that, and will have Kris send the check.
Frank mentioned that e-mail reminders of meetings are very helpful.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 p.m.
Next meeting is February 9.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Holloway, Assistant Clerk

Members present: Jim Hilow, Mary Grandelski, Rose Bertorelli, Cindy Marcheterre, Dana Thayer, Sandra Rukstela, Molly Truesdale,
Larry Southam, Diane Spratley, Frank Brush, Pastor Erica, and Barbara Holloway
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